Myeohnis:s n d

branches. He

il am the vine, you are the
aYo,\arra muka dhuwal dhuthunuluny dharpa, ga nhumany-mahépandial wa
rMliny \arrakalnydja, ga \arrany nhumala\galnydja dhu ga nhina bitjandhi bili yan wal\gany -manapandhi. Ga dhuwalatjandhin \unhi
wa\ganygurra yan romgurrnydja nhuma dhu ga borummirriyirrnydja \unhi manymukthirrnydja ga dharrwathirrnydja
dhi ka. B2~y\un nhuma dhu ga \unhi g”nany dj “"ma manyma

We are truly blessed, continually amazed and hugely thankful for each other, our school, our community, our friends
at TSNT, the wider NTCSA family and other dedicated supporters from around Australia. We know that our school
is strengthened by your prayers and our dedicated team in Gawa want to share the highlights with you this month.
The children are working hard, our staff are energized and committed, many projects are underway including the
new library and garden projects and the WONDERFUL wind turbine is now up! We thank God for His greatness!

Lara Hvalai Principal G.C.S

Assistant of the Year Enhanced Literacy Project

By Lynne Samson
My time here at Gawa has been a unique opportunity for learning- about
Yilnﬁu ways, about the land and the sea, the people of Elcho, and espe-
C'iﬁ Il ,rﬁ1e children. It has also been a time of building professional partner-
'S igg- wWith Ben, Lara, Basma and Joanne, and also with Sal.
My work in the project included working with small groups , targeting the
work to their reading and writing levels. This meant working with several
groups from both classes- exploring stories for close study and building
literacy skills around texts. Six weeks of third term included intensive half
2 hour one on one reading sessions aimed at boosting reading skills. It has
Lynne, Basma and Cordellaeen encouraging to see the enthusiasm and interest in reading. Students
have been especially responsive to the drama strategies, games and role
plays that have been part of my work. They are enjoying the dress up boxes, taking on
new characters and taking more risks speaking in character.
I would like to commend Lara and Ben for their commitment and professionalism as
well as their openness to new ideas; and to thank them, for this special opportunity.

Congratulations to Basma Ga-
malarritj for receiving the
6Cl assroom As s ig
Year o awar d fol
Territory Independent Schools.
This award recognizes her valu-
able contribution to our school,
the kids lives and indigenous
education on Elcho. Basma was
very excited to receive this
award in person at Parliament
House in Darwin this week. Well done!

Kinder kids love cooking! Here we are
baking a banana and chocolate
cake..mmmm! Luckily, the dentists came
to visit us this week. They showed us
how to look
after our
8 teeth. We
' them
so they will
stay  strong
and healthy.

Thanks to Basma whose work in the classroom is so vital; to Joanne for her work in the
school ; to Daphne whose support of children at Gawa has been amazing. And also to
Sal for the role she plays in helping students discover their artistic talents.

My professional practice has been enhanced by my time at Gawa as has my personal
life journey. You cannot come to a place like Gawa and not be changed in some way.
Thanks to the kids, to everyone in the community here at Gawa, and to those from
Bandt hul \ainyl:mmad BaNthay, Dungal, Glenda, Heather, Maratja and others; as
well as Colin and Gotha.

Cruise Ship

Mary Hvala
Gawutjurrwuy and Mary with the Kinder kids

New Edition to Gawa

We thank God for the safe arrival of little
Mika. Both Joanne and Mika have re-
turned to Gawa last week and both are
doing fine. Mika
is a little brother
for students
Gapala, Lorru '
and Lachlan. |
Congratulations! |

Some of the students performing
traditional dance for our visitors

We had another visit this month from the Coral Princess Cruise ship. Thirty-five visitors
came to visit our community for a few hours. Some of our kids performed dances to wel-
come them; to the tunes of Northwind and Painter of the Sky. The visitors also had the
chance to be welcomed by Glenda and Dungal as elders from Ban'thula and Na\ inyburra,
tour the school and browse and purchase some of the kids amazing art work. Many thanks
to Sal for the great job organising the di :
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On the third Friday of this month, we had
a school day and picnic at Nanginyburra
homeland. We normally pick the kids up
from here, so it was great to change it
around for the day and bring everyone
instead. We arrived early to a full tide
and had some morning sessions on Je-
sus and the fisherman, writing postcards
and counting in groups of tens...thanks
to all the shells available! After morning
tea we went for a swim, while the boys
fished off the rocks. Later in the after-
noon we collected some bush nuts and
practiced our dancing for the visiting
cruise ship. It was a wonderful day.

We are always seeking donations for our Op Shop here in Gawa. Our shop not only is
the only clothes shop for community membersi but it also helps us raise money for our
fabulous school.

This month we must send out a big thankyou to the amazing team at the NTCSA office.
Thankyou for collecting items from your own wardrobes, friends, families and churches
to stock our shop. We were amazed at how much you collected on our behalf.
THANKYOU!

Also thanks to John Curwood, Kirsty Beck-
wood and Wendy Hogg for their generous
donations.

Thankyou also to Mary Tang who donated 6
new | ifejackets for
adventures.

We also received a donation of bowls for the
childrens lunches from Bekky Emery. The i
children take turns washing up after lunch ==
and love the responsibility of helping out
with kitchen duties.

enjoying lunch served in the new bowls

N Mark & Peter with the Damala class
Napurr marrtji marthangayuw

Nguli napurr marrtji marthangayaw bala napurr marrtji lurrkundhu marthangayuw.
Wanggany marthangayuw buthalak ga wanggany marthangayuw miku ga wanggany
marthangayuw mol. Napurr ga ngupanmirr marthangayuw bala napurr luplupthuna.
Manymak mirrithirr walu!

We went Sailing
Last week, we went sailing and we went on the three sailing boats. One was yellow and
one was red and one was grey. We chased each other as a race and then we went for
a swim. It was a great day!

Written by Damala class

Art News

For several months we have been studying the art of
north-east Arnhem land. As children are exposed to paint-
ing, carving and weaving from a very young age, they
have a rich understanding and awareness of these art
forms. It is an absolute privilige to learn and work beside
the children as we discover more about Yol\ u culture.
While researching and working alongside some of the
local women we were able to
simplify many of the techniques
so the children could 6éhave a
at a range of arts and crafts familiar to this region. The stu-
dents painted canvas, leaves, shells and
rocks, made woven wall hangings,
printed linocuts and had many lessons in
drawing symbols and icons commonly
4 used in Arhem land art.

With a bountiful collection of the students
work, we displayed pieces in an art exhi-
bition in the old Gawa school. The chil-
dren and their families were very proud
to see their art work displayed for public
viewing.

NinyNiny working on an art piece and exhibition wall By Salome Moes

Djungbirrwirr, Ganalawurr and Birriminybuy
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B i g Wi n d m i I I Com i\ng by Mayawa Class Modelled on Big Rain Coming

Enhancing Literacy Project 2009
Lynne Samson
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he said.

The kangaroos jumped away from the tractor. It was so noisy. The snakes slid into the hole
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W™ On Tuesday there was still no windmill. Bill showed the kids the place for the big windmill.
e/ ~ugp i { ef~w {¢; t{o jmxx uj af{¢éxp nqg: -

On Wednesday there was still no windmill. The generator went off again. It was very hot.

On Thursday there was no windmill. People came to help Bill and Harry and Sam. They all

see If the windmill was coming.
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Then on Saturday everyone got ready to see the barge out on the water. The kids went down to the bes
2Nus wouzpyuxx ofyuzs38 jtqg;] mxx mup:

Then on Sunday the barge came. The kids saw it out on the water. Everyone clapped and cheered and |
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APeople with wild ideas, a O6can do6 attitude, s 0ome
Everyone | talk to about the wind turbine (and | talk about it quite a lot!) are astounded at what has been cre-
ated at Gawa and the range of people, resources and skills God has assembled in the process of getting the
wind turbine project from a wild idea to a reality. In every city and town in this country we take the supply of
power for granted. We enjoy lights, fans, fridges, radios, telephones and internet being reliably available
whenever we need them, 24 hours a day and 7 days a week. The wind turbine project makes this a reality for
Gawa too! Even better, it is healthier for the environment than a diesel generator, will cut the ongoing fuel
costs and make the school more economically sustainable. Why have so many people pushed ahead with
this project despite some very significant challenges and cost escalations? Because the families and kids of
Gawa are worth it! God has used this project as yet another way to invite people to carry the Gawa commu-
nity, and communities like it all over the Territory, in their hearts and minds. It is not just about wind power, it
is about a hope and a future for all Australians through the reconciling love of Christ. That is where the REAL
power is!o

Geoff Bateman
CEO, NT Christian Schools Association

. Gawa Christian School Elcho Island Northern Territory email: gawa@ntcsa.nt.edu.au



APray without ceasing!o were the words | often hear
as the wind turbine project seemed to call upon everyone to be VERY pa-
tient, persistent and prayerful! With many people working towards ensur-
ing the wind turbine arrived on the shores of Gawa in the early hours of
Monday the 19" October i we can now celebrate the construction of the
first wind turbine to be constructed privately in the Northern Territory. It is
impressive, monumental and ensures that NTCSA (with the total support
from Transforming Skills) can continue to provide Christian Education to

the remote Indigenous homeland community of Gawa.
Barge that delivered turbine and equipment to erect

Maintaining a school in a remote place like Gawa has always provided us with
many challenges and hurdles. Our costs are high in all areas but we have always
been crippled by the costs of maintaining school solely on diesel generators.
Over $90,000 are simply spent on diesel a year! To replace this system with a
wind turbine can ensure that the school can continue to provide power to the
community, schooling for the children and hope for the future.

As we give thanks to God; and those who
have believed in this project, we can now
look forward to a bright and sustainable
future for the Indigenous children and
community on Elcho Island. On behalf of
the beautiful children and their families in
Gawa i we wish to thank the many people
involved in this project. We celebrate the
great things we can achieve by working

together.
Lara Hvala
Principal G.C.S

Attaching blades to housing
Students waiting expectantly as turbine is testec

View of Gawa from the top of turbine platform
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